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• M69 J1 

• Take the first left onto the A5 (sp Lutterworth, Milton Keynes) 
The A5 is part of the ancient roman “Watling Street”, which originally ran from Dover to 

Chester, through London).   Today’s A5 run from London to Holyhead and is still a very busy 

road. 

• In 3 miles turn right onto the B4455 (sp Brinklow, Fosse Way) 
This little crossroads would have been very important in Roman times, as it was the junction 

of two of the most important roads in Britain, Watling Street and the Fosse Way. 

The Fosse Way ran from Lincoln all the way to Exeter, passing through Leicester, Cirencester 

and Bath, all important Roman cities. 

Legend has it that the final battle between the Romans and Queen Boudicca took place not 

fare from here! 

• In 8 miles pass over the M6 

• In the village of Brinklow turn left at the T-Junction then follow 

the road around a bend to the right (all still B4455) 
Behind the church in Brinklow is a very well preserved Norman “Motte and bailey” mound 

which is all that remains of Brinklow Castle. 

• In the village of Bretford, follow the road to the right, past the 

Queen’s Head PH then to the left (still B4455) 
Bretford was once an important market town but it never recovered from the Black Death in 

the 1220s and declined into the small village it is today. 

The river crossed by the single track bridge just after the village is the Warwickshire Avon, 

flowing some 85 miles from Naseby in Northamptonshire to its confluence with the Severn 

at Tewkesbury, passing through Warwick, Stratford-upon-Avon and Evesham on the way. 



• In another 3 miles go straight across the A5 roundabout, still 

following the B4455 (sp Stretton, Dunsmore, Princethorpe) 

• In the village of Princethorpe, turn right at the T-junction (B4455, 

sp Leamington, Cirencester, Fosse Way), then turn left at the next 

T-junction AND IMMEDIATELY BEAR RIGHT (sp Stow, Fosse Way) 
Princethorpe is probably best known to 2CVers for being the site of various Registers Days 

and the 2013 National, held at the nearby Princethorpe College 

• In 5 miles at a roundabout leave the B4455 and turn onto that 

A425, (sp Leamington) 

• Follow this road the 2.5 miles, through the village of Radford 

Semele and into the built-up area of Royal Leamington Spa.   You 

will then come to a fork in the road (sp left A425 Warwick, right 

B4099 Kenilworth.   Right in the middle of this fork is the branch 

of Sainsbury’s Local which was once the Oak Inn, “where it all 

began”! 
The pretty village of Radford Semele, complete with a thatched pub (The White Lion) owes 

its unusual name to having belonged to a family from the Normandy village of Saint-Pierre-

de-Semilly who came over with William the Conqueror. 

The church here was gutted by fire in 2005 and has been very caringly restored. 

Royal Leamington Spa was originally just “Leamington Priors” and overshadowed by the 

ancient fortress town of Warwick, Leamington became fashionable for its spa waters in the 

C18th , thanks to the determination of the local postmaster, Benjamin Satchwell.   It gained 

the prefix “Royal” as a result of Queen Victoria having stayed here in 1830, some 7 years 

before she became Queen. 

Today, it is still famous for its stucco-covered terraces and crescents and is an important and 

stylish shopping town as well. 



• THIS NEXT SECTION IS THROUGH TOWN AND IT’S ESPECIALLY 

EASY TO GET SPLIT UP.   YOU MIGHT PREFER TO USE A SATNAV 

TO NAVIGATE, USING THE POSTCODE CV32 6RG. 

• However, the best route is to take the right fork here and follow 

directions to Kenilworth.   This takes you along Willes Road, over 

the River Leam, passing Lansdowne Crescent on the rhs.   Turn 

right at the traffic lights onto Clarendon Street, left at the next 

crossroads into Clarendon Avenue, right at the mini roundabout 

(sp Kenilworth) and then continue for 3 miles, past the Nuffield 

Hospital, straight over the roundabout and you’ll shortly see the 

Rugby Club entrance on the rhs. 


