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Take the A350 (sp Chippenham) 

Dilton Marsh 
The railway station here was the subject of a poem by Sir John Betjeman, which 

contained the lines 

“And when all the horrible roads are finally done for, 

And there's no more petrol left in the world to burn, 

Here to the Halt from Salisbury and from Bristol 

Steam trains will return.” 

Westbury 
The ancient town is probably best known for the vast white horse cut into the hillside 

to the East.   It probably dates from the C18th, although some claim it is over 1,000 

years old and commemorates a victory against the Vikings .  

In 6 miles at Yarnbrook, turn right (signposted (sp) Chippenham and 

M4) at the small roundabout (near the Esso station on the lhs), staying 

on the A350. 

Yarnbrook 
In 2017 a £140,000 Maclaren supercar crashed into the offices of Craddock Tractors 

here and exploded.   Fortunately, the two people in the car escaped with only minor 

injuries. 



Melksham 

Meaning “milk village” (no good crying over it!), this is actually one of the largest 

towns in Wiltshire. 

In the early C19th there was a plan to develop this as a spa to rival Bath.   Needless to 

say, that wasn’t successful……. 

Lacock 
Probably one of the most visited sights in Wiltshire, Lacock and its Abbey (now a fine 

house cared for by the National Trust) have been used in many film and television 

productions, including two Harry Potter films and in the 1995 BBC production of 

Pride and Prejudice. 

As if that’s not enough, a window at the Abbey was the subject of the first modern 

photograph ever taken, in 1835. 

Chippenham 
An important market town which used to be even more so before the building of the 

M4, as it lies on the A4 road from London to Bath and Bristol. 

It is pleasantly situated in a bend in the (Bristol) Avon. 

Incidentally, the American singer-songwriter Eddie Cochran (“C’mon Everybody” and 

“Summertime Blues”) was killed in a road accident here on 17 April 1960. 

In 17 miles go straight across the M4 at J17 (sp A429 Cirencester) 

Malmesbury 
Malmesbury is a really lovely, historic place that far too many people pass by without 

stopping (like us today!) 

Indeed it’s the oldest borough in England, according to Guinness Book of Records and 

it was one of England’s greatest centres of learning, long before Oxford or Cambridge. 

It’s also seen: 

• Flying monks and MPs  

• The first death by tiger in England!  

• Escaped Tamworth pigs (Butch and Sundance)  

• Dyson vacuum cleaners 

 

 



Kemble Airport 
Now officially called “Cotswold Airport”, this was originally an RAF station and was the 

home of the Red Arrows until 1983. 

As well as being used by flying clubs  it is also now used for the storage and 

dismantling of old (often very large!) aircraft, so don’t be surprised at the sight of the 

odd airliner! 

In 19 miles at a T-junction, where the A433 comes in from the left turn 

right (sp A429 Cirencester) 

Cirencester 
What is today a medium-sized Cotswold town was once one of the largest cities in 

Roman Britain , under its original name of Corinium. 

After the Romans left – like so much of the Cotswolds – its wealth came from the 

rearing of sheep for the production of wool.  This wealth allowed for the building 

of the church of Saint John the Baptist, “The Cathedral of the Cotswolds”, whose 

square tower can be seen on the skyline. 

In 1 mile, approaching Cirencester, bypass the town going over 5 

roundabouts, always following A429 (sp Stow) 

At the 6th roundabout, go straight ahead over (NOT ONTO) the A417.   

In front you’ll see pylons and electric overhead wires and another 

roundabout.   Turn LEFT here into the Little Chef car park for a stop 

(Texaco fuel station, Little Chef, Travelodge) 

 

At the exit roundabout turn left (sp A429 Stow) and shortly left again at 

the traffic lights (still sp A429 Stow) 

Northleach 
This is another of the Cotswold “Wool Towns” dominated by a so-called “Wool 

Church”.   Get used to this, you’re going to be seeing a few of them! 



Although the Fosse Way misses the centre of the village, do look at out at the junction 

for the former prison (“House of Correction”), built in 1791 and said to have been the 

blueprint for Pentonville Prison in London.   It is now a museum. 

Bourton-on-the-Water 
Another village just off the Fosse Way, this is one of the tourist “honeypots” of the 

Cotswolds, besieged by cars and coaches in the summer, full of people coming to see 

the little River Windrush passing beneath a series of footbridges. 

On a motoring theme, it is also home to the Cotswold Motor Museum, home of the 

BBC’s “Brum”! 

In 18 miles at Stow-on-the-Wold go straight across two sets of traffic 

lights (sp A429 Stratford) 

Stow-on-the-Wold 

“Where the wind blows cold”  goes a local saying and – being high up – that can 

certainly be true. 

Seven roads converge here and in the Middle Ages it was the site of an important 

sheep market.   

 The author Daniel Defoe once reported seeing 20,000 sheep sold here in a 

single day. 
 

 

In 4 miles at Moreton-in-Marsh go straight ahead at the mini-

roundabout (sp A429 Stratford) and through the centre of the town 

Moreton-in-Marsh 
At last, a market town where we pass right through the centre! 

Every Tuesday, the long, wide main street is filled with market stalls and people from 

all over the South Midlands flock here. 

The former RAF Moreton is now home to the National Fire Service College, where 

firefighters from all over the UK (and indeed overseas) come to train . 

Batsford Arboretum, just to the West of Moreton, is one of the most important in the 

country, with nearly 3,000 varieties of trees on 5,000 acres. 



THIS NEXT BIT IS IMPORTANT AS WE’LL BE LEAVING THE A429 in due 

course. 

M40 Motorway Bridge 
The M40 Motorway – well this part of it, anyway – was completed in 1991 as part of 

the second London to Birmingham motorway. 

Follow this road the 2.5 miles, through the village of Radford Semele 

and into the built-up area of Royal Leamington Spa.   You will then 

come to a fork in the road (sp left A425 Warwick, 

right B4099 Kenilworth).   Right in the middle of this fork 

is the branch of Sainsbury’s Local which was once the 

Oak Inn, “where it all began”! 

Radford Semele 
This pretty village, complete with a thatched pub (The White Lion) owes its unusual 

name to having belonged to a family from the Normandy village of Saint-Pierre-de-

Semilly who came over with William the Conqueror.  

The church here was gutted by fire in 2005 and has been very caringly restored. 

Royal Leamington Spa 
Originally just “Leamington Priors” and overshadowed by the ancient fortress town of 

Warwick, Leamington became fashionable for its spa waters in the C18th, thanks to 

the determination of the local postmaster, Benjamin Satchwell.   It gained the prefix 

“Royal as a result of Queen Victoria having stayed here in 1830, some 7 years before 

she became Queen. 

Today, it is still famous for its stucco-covered terraces and crescents and is an 

important and stylish shopping town as well. 

THIS NEXT SECTION IS THROUGH TOWN AND IT’S ESPECIALLY EASY TO 

GET SPLIT UP.   YOU MIGHT PREFER TO USE A SATNAV TO NAVIGATE, 

USING THE POSTCODE CV32 6RG. 

However, the best route is to take the right fork here and follow directions 

to Kenilworth.   This takes you along Willes Road, over the River Leam, 

passing Lansdowne Crescent on the rhs.   Turn right at the traffic lights onto 

Clarendon Street, left at the next crossroads into Clarendon Avenue, right at 

the mini roundabout (sp Kenilworth) and then continue for 3 miles, past the 



Nuffield Hospital, straight over the roundabout and you’ll shortly see the 

Rugby Club entrance on the rhs. 

  


